Reactivation of latent hepatitis B virus infection with HIV-related immunosuppression.
The effect of HIV-related immunosuppression and antiretroviral therapy on the reactivation of latent hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection is unclear. We report four patients with advanced HIV-related immunosuppression and abnormal liver function tests who had evidence of HBV reactivation. Reclearance of hepatitis B occurred in two cases with HIV treatment regimens not containing lamivudine, suggesting that improved immune function may be responsible. In three cases, HBV reactivation was recognized during investigation for abnormal liver function initially attributed to drug toxicity. The possibility of HBV reactivation must be considered in the differential diagnosis of abnormal liver function in cases with advanced HIV.